Introduction to Youth Work Using Forest Schools
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Participant Evaluation

First Day Review comments

	Using tools to make a mallet

Meeting new people

Being patient – not rushing

Lots of tea and only one wee!!

Using the bow-saw – good fun

Learning how to whittle – very therapeutic

Feeling dreamy

Learning how to build a fire again 

Having the confidence to come in

Getting my clothes dirty

Eating delicious food

Laughing when we were using the billhook – scary!

Learning new skills in a really chilled out way

Earning from Simon’s fire-lighting skills

Listening to others enjoying not rushing

Lighting fires

Seeing Chris’s woodwork

Using mallet in a different way I got taught in college


What did you enjoy about the experience?

	I had a really brilliant day, the weather was good but the company was great.  I enjoyed how the group was brought together then learning new skills.  It was so nice to go back to basics away from modern technology.
Learning new things, techniques and tools.  Being with new people.  Getting through the weekend and being fully committed to the whole thing.

Using the tools and learning how to light a fire in the woods
I enjoyed all of it, there was nothing I really didn’t enjoy.  I enjoyed sitting alone but still feeling part of the group.
Getting in touch with the outdoors in a very relaxed way. Meeting lots of great people, being encouraged to gain new skills- physical and mental-and looking at different approaches to teamwork/groupskills.
I enjoyed meeting new people, loved using the tools.  Peace, contentment.


What learning points, comments or criticisms do you have for:

The tutor - Alan Scully
	He was able to hold the groups attention and very effective at explaining about things.  Was great to talk to and answered all questions asked and never made anyone feel inadequate.  Great personality.  Loads of enthusiasm and encouragement.
It’s good to have someone around like him because there aren’t many teachers can teach people skills like this.  You might get inspired to take up a career in forestry or driving tractors.  I thought he was good.
I found Alan very funny and very caring.  I think he makes a very good tutor.
Alan made the experience very interesting.  I was nervous about being there, but once I started I was fine.  He made me laugh and feel comfortable.
Loved the way we learnt things with seemingly little effort- thanks! Would like to have made more string/twine and learnt how to put up shelter/tarp etc.
He made it fun.  I learnt a lot without realising it.  Terrible jokes! Really encouraging.


The organiser – Deni Riach

	 Very welcoming. Made everyone feel comfortable with loads of encouragement and praise which makes you feel part of the group and successful in what you are doing.
She helped me with the knife work. Could organise drawing and photography in the woods.

She organized the event very well as she has a great manner and a lot of patience.

Deni helped me face my fears about being in the woods.  She made it enjoyable and a lovely experience.
Really great weekend! Found the food a little filling(pudding) such that I was sleepy after lunch!! It felt like we ran out of time.
Everything was well organised. She looked after us really well.


The other participants

	It was great meeting people from different backgrounds and getting to know a bit about them.
Everyone was starting off on square 1 which was a good thing. I haven’t really done anything like this with older people.  I like the practical skills best.

We all got on very well with each other considering we has never met before.
Everyone made it fun and helped me through, I was really nervous but they helped me overcome my fears.

It was lovely to meet and do things with new people.

Everyone was interested in learning and taking part.  Really friendly.


What could have improved your experience?

	Personally i was a bit under the weather and I wish I had been 100% to fully enjoy the experience.
Sleep on Friday night! Toilet facilities – public walking about.

There is nothing I can suggest to improve as it was excellent and definitely a great experience.
If I wasn’t so scared at the start that would have made it better.
Coloured pens for the stone people! Re-introduce the stone peopleto various aspects of the session/day – far more continuity for kids. More time spent on shelter building.

It was a shame the group was so small on the 2nd day we missed the ones who couldn’t make it back.


What would you say to anyone thinking of doing the next course?

	Do it!!
It could take up your weekend.  I would recommend it to youth workers or teachers.

It’s a great thing to learn and definitely worthwhile to recommend to anybody.

Don’t panic about it, just go and do it, enjoy yourself.  It will be an amazing experience.

Go for it! You will discover a new part of yourself!

Recommend it hugely. Don’t be afraid you will gets loads out of it.


Any other comments

	Thank you so much! I want to go on to do more forest schools courses/ experiences.


One word that describes the experience 
	Exciting                                   Confidence boost

Brill                                         Tired

Child like                                 New perpective

Magical                                   Fun

Food                                       Fireside

Challenging                             Windy

Special                                    Funny

Chilled                                     Laughter

Friendly                                   Lovely people

New                                        Relaxing

Inspirational                            Scared

Pleasure to be there                 Chilled

Busy                                       Enjoyable

Fab food!


