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Dec 5th + 6th 2009

Participant Evaluation

What did you enjoy about the experience?

	Meeting new people. Being part of a group (not an outsider). Learning skills such as collecting dry wood to burn. Learning to use things around to make things i.e. den building using knots. The overall confidence building from arriving to leaving. I took a usable mallet home with me with lifelong skills.

Taking part and making the dens, meeting new people.

I really enjoyed the course. I gained in confidence. I met new people. I learnt new skills.

It taught me why tone and attitude matters when dealing with young children.  It also taught me how to deal with children e.g. keep their attention.  I found this very useful and will keep the advice with me to help me develop my skills as a youth worker.
It was a fantastic course, being in the woods, learning how to tie knots, making a mallet and bench, how to find dry wood to make a fire, how to make a den.
I enjoyed the reflection times we had together- e.g. pouring water over the fire and saying what we enjoyed.  I enjoyed getting stuck in and being left to do things by ourselves to challenge us.  I enjoyed making homes for the stone people, making stories about them was nice and singing Ababa black sheep kind of made us loosen up a bit.  I liked sitting under the tree quietly at the end it was relaxing.  I like the rock paper scissors chase game v.fun!
Being out in the woods all day – just brilliant. Learning the woodworking skills- fantastic! I want to make a spoon now. I was very touched by the name tags, which made me feel valued and special! A beautiful way to kick off the first day. The story and imagination-based, creative activities (stone people) unthreatening, open-ended and a great way to get people to open up about how they are feeling, values and aspirations etc, without being intrusive. Great to have so many food-based activities!
Something new and different.  Took people out of their comfort zone. Hands on/practical. Learnt transferable skills. It was relaxing. Meeting other people and sharing ideas/skills/stories etc.
De-stressing.  Being in a different environment and with nature learning new skills that I can take and do with some young people. 
I enjoyed just being outdoors, it reminded me of being young and stress free. Thought it was also a great stress buster, for only a few hours I forgot where I was and any troubles I may of had. Also I enjoyed the weather, normally a walk in the woods would be something I’d do in sunnier weather but being winter it felt a little magical.


What learning points, comments or criticisms do you have for:

The tutor - Alan Scully
	Alan made me feel as ease from the very start using things like shouting names out without making me feel stupid.  He gave us all a chance to participate in each task while showing everyone support, advice and praise. Alan spoke to me as an adult and didn’t make me feel stupid. The activities chosen for that day were appropriate for my needs and abilities (just learning). I enjoyed time at the end when we all shared reflection time.

He was very clever and explained everything.

 I thought Alan was very helpful and explained everything well so that I understood everything and was able to do the activities.  Maybe we could have done more activities the first day.                                                                               

Very clever, very confident in what he said.  Very enthusiastic and funny.  Approachable.  Thought outside the box which helped the group to see different aspects of being in a forest e.g. adult, child.
He was very smart and funny which helped me feel at ease. But I think everyone should have got the wood and everyone to cook.
I think that all the reflecting bits and circle time was good for me but some people may prefer to get stuck in and do some reflecting afterwards.  However I think the balance was good.  I think I would have benefitted more if I had got to know the tutor a little more throughout the course along with the participants, although I do understand that time constraints don’t always allow for this.

I had a great time and really enjoyed the day. A tutor in a day-long session has a lot of power and I think the tutor handled this really well, not imposing his personality on the group, but setting a tone of purposeful discovery. 
Allowed us to take the lead more. Not always bring us into a circle. Totally fab, chilled, relaxed and v. Friendly.  Top bloke!!
Would have been nice to and useful to have some kind of learning pack to take away with us.  Alan came across as a very nice person and I found him helpful.  Think we could have fitted in a few more learning experiences like when he showed individuals about making string with bramble etc.  A few more activities.
GREAT!!!!!!!! He said his learning style was aimed at kids or younger people but I felt this helped you learn more, going back to basics as such. All new experiences for me and soaked it up.


The organiser – Deni Riach

	 I felt that the organisation of the event was without fault from my point of view everything we needed was there. Some of the equipment was difficult to use – firelighters- but it showed us how to adapt to each situation.                                                                                          

Get some better wood!
I thought the course was organised quite well.  There could have been better wood for fire making.  More time to plan the course.

Kept everyone informed on what was happening.  Supportive.  Good sense of humour. Very organised.
A big thank you for doing the course.  Always had a smile even when tired.
Brilliant- thank you so much for organising it! You worked very hard. Next time you should employ an assistant, so you can take part in the activities!
I thought Deni did a brilliant job. Getting everything ready and making the day run smoothly.
Stay away from the fire! Allow more time for organising.  Possibly better communication. A lot of respect for you Deni, Youth Work Legend, fair/honest and a good laugh. V helpful and approachable.

Very useful, found she organised everything and kept everything in order.
Bit biased here but awesome! Everything was well planned and ran very smoothly


The other participants

	I feel we all got on well together.  We shared experiences and grew together as each person used new skills with the support of the group.                                                                        

I thought that all the people were very nice and friendly and felt I could talk to any of them.
Friendly and funny.  All good fun to learn new skills with.  Everyone was willing to give everything a go.
A nice friendly bunch of people

I thought the other participants were all really nice and supportive.  There was a good range of ages and gender.

Great laugh. Keen. Enthusiastic. Friendly.
Nice to have individuals from different backgrounds, ages, sex, etc.
Great group of people would like to do some more work with them along the same lines


What could have improved your experience?

	More interaction prior to the physical side of the course to relax individuals, so 2 day course we could have got straight on.  
Maybe stay overnight to improve reflection time as a group. Use that time to learn small skills e.g. vine weaving, kite making, fire building.
Maybe information about the activities, maybe worksheets.  More time to build shelters, more activities.
More time learning more skills.  More discussion on working wth children.
Warm weather – so dry wood for the fire.
Being able to come to the second day! Access to toilet facilities (the toilets at the classroom were locked on day 1). I am no stranger to ‘going’ in the woods, but mostly in the context of a proper latrine pit, or in a proper wilderness. However in such a small area and with a mixed group I’d just met, and other people wandering in the field alongside I wasn’t happy to go behind a tree! And I don’t think it is feasible, unless you are properly in the backwoods, to ask young people to wee behind trees either.

Personally I would have liked more time.  It would have been nice to sit around the fire in the dark and chill and reflect on the day.  However I realise that coldness, time it’s not always possible.
More hands on work.  A 3rd Day. A better fire on the first day.
Better weather. Few more activities. Info to take home.

Maybe an overnight stay, learn more skills.


What would you say to anyone thinking of doing the next course?

	Put your name down quick as there will be a waiting list, it’s great no matter what line of work your into – you can adapt skills learnt.
It is a very good course and it gives you new skills and you get to meet new people and make friends.
Do it!! Has a lot to offer.
Do it and enjoy.
Don’t do it- because places will be limited and you might take mine! Seriously, I’d say it is a fantastic opportunity to learn skills that will help your youth work, not only for forest schools work, but more generally too.
I would recommend it as a really good learning experience, a chance to learn new skills and build confidence and meet new people.
Do it!
Very interesting, different, will learn new skills and will get de-stressed.
Do it, great fun a tremendous laugh and great for beating stress. If you could bottle the feeling you got from just being there it would be a massive seller.




Any other comments
	I would like to continue learning about the forest schools because of how much fun the introductory course was.

To have more thought into the non- woods based sessions to make them more relevant.  Better preparation for going out into the woods.

Perhaps change some of the activities around – less making food and more challenges or skill based learning e.g, craft or bushcraft tasks.  Camping would have been good!


Deni Riach December 2009
